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should paint on the floor ten pictures of deified men, as
well as of gods, with rice paste. Offering them flowers
and sandal-wood paste, she asks that she may have a
father-in-law like Dasaratha, the father of Ramachandra
(one of the ten incarnations of Vishnu), a mother-in-law
like Kausalya, his mother, a husband like Rama him-
self, a husband's brother like Lakshmana, Rama's
younger brother; that she be a mother like Sasthi,
whose children are "all living; like Kunti, whose sons
were renowned for their justice, piety, courage, and
heroism ; like the Ganges, which allays the thirst of all ;
like Mother Earth, whose patience is inexhaustible.
And, to crown the whole, she prays that she may, like
Durga, be blessed with an affectionate and devoted
husband; that, like Draupadi (the wife of the five
Pandavas), she may be remarkable for her industry,
devotion, and skill in the culinary art; and that she
may be like Sita (Rama's wife), whose chastity and
attachment to her husband were worthy of all praise."
It will be noticed that all these prayers are expressive
of the desire for a husband and for those virtues which
will enable a wife to retain his affections.

There are two other forms of worship which Hindu
girls are taught to observe. The first is called the Sanjuti
Vrata, and "is intended to ward off the thousand evils
of polygamy. ... To get rid of the consequences of
this monstrous evil, a girl of five years is taught to offer
her invocation to God, and in the outburst of her
juvenile feeling is almost involuntarily led to indulge in
curses and imprecations against her possible rival. . . .
In performing this ceremony, she paints on the floor a
variety of objects, such as the bough of a flower tree, a
palanquin containing a man and a woman, with the sun
and moon over it, the Ganges and Jumna with boats on